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When daily life is seen in panorama
By Leah Ollman

DYLAN VITONE: “Summer on the South Side Slopes” is part of the “Pittsburgh Projects” series. The viewer is
compelled to walk along the large-scale piece, viewing cinematically.

The panorama is among the least still of still photographic formats. Its horizontal
sweep suggests breadth of time as well as place. You often can't see a panorama in
its entirety from one spot; you have to move along it, progress through it.
The cinematic storytelling potential of the format is put to good use in Dylan Vitone's
photographs at DNJ Gallery. Vitone, a young photographer teaching at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh, creates panoramas up to 8 feet wide (and just 14 1/2 inches
high) by digitally combining numerous pictures made from a single spot. The seams
don't call much attention to themselves, so the images typically read as long,
continuous, 360-degree views.
Working in the tradition of street photographers and social anthropologists such as
Milton Rogovin and Bruce Davidson, Vitone makes extended portraits of communities
through intimate observation of their everyday rituals. He has shot extensively in South
Boston as well, though nearly all of the pictures here were made in Pittsburgh.
He surveys the scenes at a monster truck rally, a night at the roller rink, a bikini contest.
He shoots the multiple narratives that unfurl simultaneously on a hot summer day
when an Elmo sprinkler is set in the middle of a residential street. The pictures are
dynamic -- rich in texture, detail and character. Vitone favors the natural choreography of
the street over arranged poses, and the authenticity is palpable.
A few images mess effectively with the presumed congruency of linear time and linear
format, showing the same figures multiple times in the same visually continuous
scene. In "Dock Fight," time folds like an accordion, yielding a wonderfully syncopated
image of two young men in various stages of light hand-to-hand combat.
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