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" by Leah Ollman
Not your usual
kid pictures

“The Age of Innocence™ at
DMJ groups the work of four
lesser-known photographers
who address the vexed condi-
tion of childhood. The show
holds some nice SUrprises, par-
ticularly in the work of Pamela
Mayers-Schoenbery and

Holly Andres.
The LA-based Moayers-
Schoenberg Is represented by a

1992 series of black-and-white
images of a group of teenage
boys in St. Louis. Mone sober
than Helen Levitts but more
lighthearted than Willlam
Kiein's, the pletures echo both
artists and adhent Lo the Stoeet
photographer’s  ethos  of
suthenticity and emotlonal
truth.

One kid stands agninst o
wall captioned by grafMiti em-
phatically declaiming “NO."
Two boys lolter around an
automotive carcass near the
bank of a river, Mayers-Schoen-
berg's pholographs serve as

honest charncter sketches of

young people negotiating o bhal-
ance between vulnerability and

toughness.

Andres, from Portland,
Ore,, presents large color tab-
leaux based on childhood
memories as fltered through
the influence of the staged phio-
tography of Gregory Crewdson,
among others. She is a film-
maker too, and the pietures
read as carefully orchestrated
stills, set pleces hinting at
deeper dramas.

The most affecling images
feature girls rehearsing pre-
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seribed notions of wormanhood

One girl studies a color-coordi-
nated array of paper-doll-like
cutouts, another sefs a table
with a elassic meal of molded
jello and canned com. The girls
aspire toward grace but seem
slightly melancholy, as if visibly
burdened by the constraints of
socletal prpectation.

Brian Sorg and Sarah Bler-
man, both from Chicago, round
out the show. Sorg chronicles,
albeit thinly, the Life of & teen-
age skater, and Bierman re-
cords the fantasy-tinged play of
young girls. One of Blerman's
subjects rides a bike in the
basement in her underwear,
another tosses handfuls of
freshly cut grass. The pictures
are tender but lack any real
friction, the conditlon that
most Infuses and defines the
so-called ape of innocence,

DMJ Gallery, 154 M. La Brea Ave., LA,
{2235 SAL-LE, through March 25, Chased
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