{05 Angeles Times

Arts & Leisure
ON VIEW

Jona Frank's 'Boys in Progress' at DNJ Gallery

Capturing the different stages of adolescence.

Jona Frank's photo, "James With Jackson and Adam," is part of her exhibition "Boys in Progress" at DN]
Gallery. The 20 photos on view show stages of adolescence. "She connects with her subjects, and it's
evident in the photos," says Jennifer Chrzanowski, director at DNJ. (Jona Frank, xx)
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As the youngest of four children and the only girl, Jona Frank spent a fair amount of her youth
forced to sit and watch her older brothers at hockey games, piano recitals or at church as they
served Mass as altar boys. And those observational skills would serve as a steppingstone to a
career as a photographer.

Frank's exhibit at DNJ Gallery, "Boys in Progress" is a homage to those days watching her
siblings maneuver and figure out the world. On view are 20 photos of boys ages 8 to 22 taken at
different phases of their adolescence, be it a surfer boy, a Boy Scout or a young Mormon



proselytizing.

Frank shot some of her subjects a few years apart in this ongoing project focusing on the phases
boys go through as they explore their identities. One example, "Simon," was initially shot in
2005 of a 10-year-old boy on a playground with wild blond hair in a Metallica shirt. She revisited
him a year later; in "Simon One Year Later" he had clearly grown in size and was still into
skating with a "Skate and Destroy" helmet but with less attitude. Boys seem to follow the Santa
Monica-based photographer around. For a time Frank lived down the street from Lincoln Middle
School and every day at 3 p.m. hoards of them would walk by her house. Then in 2001 she had a
son of her own and would sit in parks watching him play, learn and interact.

"She connects with her subjects, and it's evident in the photos," said Jennifer Chrzanowski,
director at DNJ Gallery in West Hollywood. "They are posed yet candid at the same time
because they have that trust."

Her eye captures those last fleeting remnants of innocence, which is evident in Frank's previous
projects; "High School" a photo book of teenagers from 18 suburban high schools across the
country and "RIGHT: Portraits From the Evangelical Ivy League."

"There's a definite West Coast vibe in her photos," added Chrzanowski. "John Henry" was the
result of Frank's driving one sunny day when she spotted the then 4-year-old on a skateboard
with a surfboard under his arm. "Just the way the sun was in his hair was like this ultimate
California moment," recalled Frank. Frank's California dreams stemmed from growing up in New
Jersey sitting in her Hang Ten shorts leafing through Skateboarding magazine. "I had this iconic
ideal about California as a child and wanted to capture that in this project."

Frank moved to the West Coast to attend USC where she studied English and earned a masters
in film production. "l am not looking to define one moment in the lives of these boys, I'm
looking for a blend, for the textures, the shifts in their interests and obsessions as they progress
through childhood," she explained. "My hope is that through these images one reflects on their
own experience of once being a young boy or girl."
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